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To my Mother State, 
hut especially that part called James City County, 
this tribute is qffered on the occasion qf 
her Tercentenary, 



i 



PREFACE 

IT is thought by the writer best to state that 
this poem was not written originally with a 
view to publication, but as a simple tribute 
to certain friends of hers in James City County, 
Virginia, on the occasion of our Tercentenary. 
Though many names herein mentioned, both those 
of places and people, have achieved outside fame, 
they belong emphatically to that neighborhood and 
must not be understood as representing the whole 
State. Many others equally honorable and perhaps 
more distinguished have been left out. 

Though no notes would be required by an in- 
telligent dweller in that region, some have been 
prepared for general circulation, and will be found 
at the end of the volume. We trust, with their aid, 
the reader will find no difficulty. 

Alice Maude Ewell. 
June, 1907. 
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Not one young face in 
the sclioolroom. 
Not one friend witli 
gold to spare I 
Ruin 'round him— little 
recked he 
As he climbed the lei 
fry stair; 
Still the old bell sent t 
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In the reeds the marsh- 
birds, crying, 

Tell of long-past shadowy 

Tell of quick canoes low- 
gliding 
'\eath the sedges' sway- 
ing tips; 
Tell of slave-rowed barges 
passing. 
Brimmed with Beauty to 



NOTES 

^ " Wave-worn island^ ruined shrine ! " 

Jamestown Island^ with its ruined church-tower. 

^ " Where old Bruton mid her gravestones 
Stands to point the way divine." 

Bruton Parish Church, Williamsburg, the suc- 
cessor to Jamestown. It stands surrounded by 
not only the tombs of those buried in its church- 
yard, but many stones have been brought from 
outlying plantations and are ranged against the 
walls. A vestibule is also lined with them. 

^ " From its bell by Queen once sweetened 
Comes the weekly call to praise.** 

It is said that Queen Anne threw a piece of 
silver into the melting-pot when Bruton church- 
bell was casting, thus imparting a peculiarly 
sweet tone. 

* " Hail to you, old Will and Mary, 
For the gift we still receive ! ** 

The College of William and Mary, founded by 
Mary Stuart and William of Orange, was the 
first chartered institution of learning in the 
New World, though Harvard claims precedence 
in actual working order. 
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NOTES 

» " The One who Stayed/' etc. 

Col. Benjamin Ewell, long President of William 
and Mary, who, when that College was closed 
after the Civil War, rang the bell night and 
morning with his own hand, thus keeping inter- 
est alive. 

« " Fiddling Tom and his Belinda, 

Goodly George who knew no fears." 

Thomas Jefferson, a student of the College in 
its palmiest days, and George Washington, its 
first Chancellor after the Revolution. 

^ " Lee and Randolph, Wise and Custis," etc. 

Names prominently connected in some way with 
William and Mary. 

* " 'Neath the Dressing-tree down sit you, 
Gentle maid as long before." 

The Dressing-tree is a very old and large holly- 
tree just outside of Williamsburg under which 
the country-folk used to change shoes and stock- 
ings and don their finery before going into 
the town. 
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